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Point Roberts Residents and Businesses Seek Immediate Political Assistance to  
Address Economic Collapse Brought on by Covid-19 Border Closures 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

January 5, 2021 – For Immediate Release 
 
Point Roberts, WA – Point Roberts residents and business owners are hopeful that the New Year will 
bring a resolution to its plummeting economy.   In an attempt to address the unique issues brought on 
by Covid-19 resulting in US-Canadian border closures that are devastating Point Roberts, the town is 
making a final plea to politicians on both side of the border to meet to discuss viable solutions before it’s 
too late. 
 
Point Roberts, an exclave of the United States in northwestern Washington State, can be accessed by 
land only through Canada, leaving the town cut off not only from the rest of Washington State, but from 
the United States.  Point Roberts is completely dependent on Canadian participation for its economic 
survival. Unlike other towns, it has no economic circle of support from neighbouring US communities. 
Point Roberts is an economic island.  
 
“Our unique geographic location, coupled with border closures brought on by Covid-19, is a multi-
faceted problem, affecting the health and safety of our residents, their properties, and our economy,” 
stated Brian Calder, President of the Point Roberts Chamber of Commerce.  “Our residents are presently 
confined to Point Roberts - unable to travel anywhere without completing 14-day self-isolation 
requirements on both sides of the border, which is just not possible.  They cannot travel to the rest of 
Washington State where, before the border closures, they were able to help their families and access 
services not offered in Point Roberts.  Similarly, Canadian property owners who have invested millions of 
dollars in real estate in Point Roberts, cannot access their properties here. This has placed undue 
emotional and financial stress on everyone,” he added.  “It’s ludicrous that Americans are permitted to 
drive 1,400 miles through Canada to Alaska but Point Roberts residents cannot make a 20-minute drive 
through Canada to access the rest of Washington State.”   
 
Just as Covid-19 is killing hundreds of thousands of people worldwide, it is also killing the Point Roberts’ 
economy, even though there is not, and has not been, one known case of Covid-19 in Point Roberts.  
The town has worked hard to mitigate a slow decline in its economy that started about ten years ago.  
“The dilemma we have is that our geographic isolation from the US has tied the success of our economy 
to Canada. Many of our local businesses cater to Canadian needs.  But the border closures have now 
presented a critical crossroad.  The Covid-19 pandemic has not only made all our work to rebuild our 
economy over the past few years obsolete – it has caused an immediate and severe economic decline – 
and we are teetering on total economic collapse,” advised Mr. Calder.  “Simply put, we have become a 
ghost town and we need a miracle – fast!” 
 
With 90% of its economic activity supplied by Canadians and 75% of the real property owned by 
Canadians, Point Roberts cannot survive much longer without political intervention and real solutions.  
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Canadians cannot access their properties in Point Roberts without complying with the 14-day isolation 
requirement on both sides of the border, which is virtually impossible for most people. As a result, 
businesses have closed and people have lost their jobs. The marina, a thriving business just a few 
months ago, is now for sale.  
 
While residents of Point Roberts realize that their Canadian neighbors will have valid concerns with 
reopening the border due to the high number of Covid-19 cases in the US, they are asking politicians to 
consider safe, good-neighbor solutions that have been afforded to other exclaves during the pandemic. 
Several options have been developed in Point Roberts and include: 
 

- vehicle passes that will allow residents to travel through Canada between Point Roberts and the 
Peace Arch or Surrey border crossing to the US while prohibiting occupants from getting out of 
their vehicles in Canada; andn 
 

- rapid testing at the border to ensure that firefighters living in Canada are able to continue to 
provide firefighting services in Point Roberts, and Canadians owning property in Point Roberts 
can visit and maintain their properties. 

 
“I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge and expresses our sincere appreciation and gratitude for the 
considerable contribution by Canadian volunteer firefighters and their ongoing commitment to 
providing firefighting services to Point Roberts,” said Mr. Calder.  “We must ensure that they continue to 
be given uninterrupted and priority access to provide this essential service to our community.” 
 
“Finally, if resources are an issue in implementing rapid testing at the border, I can confirm that we are 
able to quickly secure substantial private funding and resources towards this endeavor.  We have 
reached a crisis point and will do everything within our power to address safety concerns and help pave 
the way for a more secure and economically-viable community for our residents and businesses,” 
advised Mr. Calder.   “We have come up with many other viable solutions, but we cannot go any further.  
It’s up to the political leaders to realize the urgency of our situation and develop specific goals and 
strategies if Point Roberts is to be saved.  We are only asking to be treated with the same fairness and 
decency as other communities.” 
 

 
For more information contact: 

 
Brian Calder, President 

Point Roberts Chamber of Commerce 
Telephone:  360-945-2353 

Email:   2calder1@gmail.com 
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Point Roberts Fact Sheet 
 

 Point Roberts, located in Washington State, is an exclave 
of the United States situated on the southern-most tip of 
the Tsawwassen peninsula, adjoining and immediately to 
the south of the Canadian border 
 

 its land area is approximately 2 miles long (north to 
south) by 3 miles wide (east to west) 

 

 land access to mainland Washington State can only be 
made by travelling 25 miles through Canada to the Peace 
Arch or Surrey Border Crossings 
 

 Canada provides 100% of Point Roberts’ electrical power and potable water 
 

 75% of real property in Point Roberts is owned by Canadians 
 

 85% of economic spending in Point Roberts is by Canadians 
 

 50% of Point Roberts’ population has dual US/Canadian citizenship 
 

 70% of Point Roberts’ firefighters are from Canada 
 

 there are no hospitals, dentists, pharmacists or veterinarians in Point Roberts – residents must travel to 
Mainland Washington for these services 
 

 most businesses rely on Canadian visitors and Canadians who own property in Point Roberts which has 
been non-existent for several months due to US/Canada border closures 
 

 border closures due to Covid-19 do not allow Point Roberts’ residents to travel to Mainland Washington 
State (unless they hold employment there), leaving them isolated in Point Roberts 
 

 Point Roberts Border Crossing Statistic Comparisons 
 

 vehicle crossings into Point Roberts through the border crossing decreased from 1.4 million in 2019 
to 217,000 in 2020 – most of those pre-pandemic 
 

 a snapshot in time – September 2019/2020 border crossings: 
 

  September 2019 September 2020 
Vehicles * 194,695 13,509 
Pedestrians * 2,504 8 
Commercial Vehicles * 2,106 262 

 

*  All Point Bulletin, Point Roberts   
 

 Recent impacts on local businesses (business down 80% since March 2020):   
 Banner Bank closed after 20 years (5 jobs eliminated) 
 Best Time RV closed (7 jobs eliminated)  
 many Canadians have removed their boats from Point Roberts Marina Resort – 800 vessels now 

reduced to 200 vessels 
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A Stark Contrast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Point Roberts Marina, Pre-Pandemic  

Point Roberts Marina, Post-Pandemic 


